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2007 Fast Track Arts Education Planning Grants

Guidelines & Application

In a global economy, creativity and innovation are the keys to competitiveness.  Learning in and through the arts stimulates creative and analytical capabilities, and is therefore fundamental to ensuring that today’s students are prepared for tomorrow’s jobs.  The Colorado Council on the Arts, a state agency, is committed to supporting schools and districts to use the arts as a strategy to increase student achievement and engagement. In an arts rich curriculum, students not only acquire knowledge and skills in the basic arts disciplines, but also apply that understanding to learning in other core subject areas, ultimately increasing the relevance of their education and supporting their academic success.

The 2007 Fast Track Arts Education Planning Grants will support planning efforts during the 2007-2008 school year by a school or district to develop a long-term, sustainable vision for arts education. This includes the development of a five-year plan to make standards-based arts instruction and integration of the arts into other subject areas an integral part of the basic curriculum for every student. The goal is for participating schools and districts to develop model programs that include the arts as a vital component of education reform.  (Note: The Fast Track grants are one-time only to stimulate planning during the current school year. In Spring 2008, the CCA will introduce an opportunity to apply for implementation grants for schools to advance their arts education work during the 2008-2009 school year and beyond. For more information on next Spring’s grant guidelines, contact CCA Arts Education Consultant Sheila Sears at Sheila.Sears@state.co.us.)

WHAT WE FUND: A 2007 Fast Track Arts Education Planning Grant provides up to $3,000 for an individual school or up to $6,000 for a school district for planning processes between November 1, 2007 and June 30, 2008, which may include, but are not limited to consultants, convenings, meetings, retreats, rallies, promotional activities, staff professional development, substitutes or hourly coverage for teachers involved in planning activities, materials and supplies for teacher resource centers, marketing assistance, fundraising events and supplies, or other projects which:

· Further the school or district’s commitment to develop sustainable support for arts education. Your proposal will state a specific school or district arts learning goal and identify planning strategies and activities. The goal may be related to the support of one or more arts discipline including visual arts, music, theatre, dance, media arts or creative writing, and/or the integration of one or more arts disciplines into other core curricula or subject areas, either broadening, deepening, or diversifying current offerings or creating new opportunities for all students,

· AND is developed through a process that results in a five-year strategic arts education plan for the school or district.  This plan should be conceived as part of general school education reform efforts that address student achievement and be based on the Colorado Content Standards for Dance, Music, Theatre and/or Visual Arts, 
· AND is developed through the establishment of a broad-based Arts Committee that brings together the people and organizations that have a stake in reaching the goal. CCA will look for evidence that your proposed activities include input from and involvement by individuals or groups that share a stake in the stated goal, including school/district administration, parents, arts specialists and classroom teachers, artists and community arts organizations, including higher education.

ELIGIBILITY: You are eligible to apply for an Arts Education Fast Track Planning Grant if:

· You are a Colorado public or charter school or a Colorado school district in a position to start work immediately on their five-year plan.  

WE DO NOT FUND: These grants are not to be used for direct expenses of arts education programs such as:

· In-classroom or out of school time art activities, artists in residence, buses, tickets or other field trip expenses, art teachers or arts programs offered by organizations, or arts equipment or supplies used by students.  Note:  Although food for events or convenings is allowable, alcohol cannot be purchased with CCA funds.

SIZE OF AWARD AND MATCH:

You may request up to $3,000 per individual school or $6,000 per district. Your request must be matched at the formula of: CCA 75%/School or District 25% cash and in-kind.  At least half of your match must be in cash. For example, if your total budget is $2,000, you may request $1,500 from CCA. Of the $500 that you provide, at least half - $250 – must be in cash and the rest can be in donations of goods or services, which may include teacher and administrator time, facilities, etc.

TIMELINE:  Deadline:  October 18, 2007 (For planning efforts from November 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008) Notification:  Oct. 26, 2007
REQUIREMENTS:  

· Develop a five-year arts plan & broad-based Arts Committee

· Involvement of community arts groups/artists in planning

· Professional development for teachers

· Attend one mandatory CCA networking/training

· Interim report due: March 14, 2008 

· Final report and plan due July 31, 2008

APPLICATION PROCESS:  Completed applications must be received by 4:00 p.m., Thursday, October 18, 2007.  All applications must include an Applicant Fact Sheet with the original signature of the principal for school applications or the superintendent for district applications, along with a completed Application Narrative.

SUPPORT MATERIAL:  A letter of support from your school principal or, for a district, the superintendent, is required.
DOCUMENTATION: As you carry out your project, be sure to document your activities with photographs, sample materials such as poster, media clippings, or notes from your planning meetings, depending on the nature of your project.  You will be asked to submit this documentation along with your final report no later than July 31, 2008.

REVIEW PROCEDURES & FUNDING DECISIONS: After the application deadline, CCA staff and consultants will evaluate the applications based on the review criteria listed below.  The committee will make funding decisions based on the strength of the application as well as considerations of geographic, artistic, economic and cultural diversity.

	2007 Fast Track 

Arts Education Planning Grant

Applicant Fact Sheet
	Colorado Council on the Arts

1625 Broadway, Suite 2700 ( Denver, CO 80202

        Voice: 303/892-3802 Fax:303/892-3848

Must Be Typed or Computer Generated in Identical Format



	Applicant School or District: (legal name)      

	
School District: (if applicant is a school)      

	
Street Address:      

	
City:      
Zip:      
County:      

	
Mailing Address (if different):      

	
Web site:      

	Contact person:      
Phone:      

	
Email:      
Title:      

	      Federal Employee Identification Number (FEIN) Ask your District Accounting Office:      

	Elected government representatives:

U.S. Congressional District #      
Name of U.S. Representative:      

State Senate District #      
Name of State Senator:      

State House District #      
Name of State Representative:      
You can find your representatives at www.vote-smart.org


	Project Title:      
Amount Requested:      
Dates of Activity:      
Interim Report Due: March 13, 2008  Final Report Due: July 31, 2008



	Project summary:  In approximately 300 characters, complete the following sentence: "If CCA funds are received, they will support…”       


	Project Profile:

Number of children & youth directly benefiting (including students, participants & audience members):      

Number of artists participating:      
       Number of individuals to benefit (include number of individuals directly involved in the activity as artists, non-   artist participants or audience members from start to end date, include above numbers):      

	Project Budget:

Direct Costs:


Income:




Salaries & Wages
     
CCA Grant
     
     
Supplies & Materials
     
Earned Income
     
Travel
     
Contributed Income
     
Other Expenses
     
Sub Total
     

             
     
In-kind Contributions
     
Total Direct Costs
     
Total Income (should 

equal total expense)
     



	For Office Use Only

	I.
PRIVATE 
Applicant Status:
99
	II. 
Type of Activity:
   19
	III. 
Applicant Institution:
      

	IV.
Discipline Applicant:
15 
	V. 
Discipline Project:     
	VI. 
Arts Education:        01A

	VII.
Project Descriptors:
NA
	VIII. 
Grantee Race:
        
	IX. 
Project Race:
99


Signature of Principal or Superintendent (REQUIRED):____________________________________________

2007 Fast Track Arts Education Planning Grants
Proposal Narrative 


The Colorado Council on the Arts is committed to funding schools and districts to use the arts as a strategy to increase student achievement and engagement. In an arts rich curriculum, students not only acquire knowledge and skills in the basic arts disciplines, but also apply that understanding to learning in other core subject areas, ultimately increasing the relevance of their education and supporting their academic success.

Applications will be judged according to the following Review Criteria:
· Planning design is well-constructed and addresses identified needs and proposed activities in a strategic manner, including appropriate staff development;

· Planning process integrates well into school or district efforts to support student learning and addresses defined educational goals;

· The arts discipline(s) and curricular instruction & integration ideas appropriately suit the identified needs;

· The proposed Arts Education Steering Committee represents a diverse, broad-based constituency, including school or district based representatives (such as arts specialists, general classroom teachers, parents, and administrators) as well as artists/arts organizations and other community members.

· There is evidence of principal or superintendent support for the project and matching funds are committed.

The Narrative should not exceed three (3) numbered pages, and must address the topics below in order. The appropriate number and topic heading should identify each item in the Narrative. Please use 1” margins and a font no smaller than 11 point.

Narrative Questions:
1. Describe how you have identified a need for increased arts education in your school or district. 

2. Identify your desired arts education planning activities and explain how they relate to school or district educational goals. 

3. Outline the activities of the planning process, and describe how you will carry out each activity. Include a timetable and a list of specific planning tasks, stating who is responsible for each.  Please use the attached planning chart or a similar tool to outline your planning process.

4. Identify the arts discipline(s) on which you will focus in the planning process, why the specific discipline(s) were chosen, and whether your concentration will be on curricular instruction and/or arts integration.

5. Describe the proposed membership and affiliations of your Arts Education Steering Committee and their roles in the planning process, including how artists, arts organizations and representatives outside of the school/district community will be involved.

6. Identify sources of cash and in-kind matching funds.

Colorado Council on the Arts

2007 Fast Track Arts Education Planning Grant

Planning Process

Desired Outcomes: ________________________________________________________________________________

	Planning Activity


	Person(s) Responsible
	Time Frame
	Notes

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


